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SUBJ: NIGERIAN AIRWAYS PILOT STRIKE 
REF: LAGOS A-42, MARCH 27, 1975 

1. INDUSTRIAL UNREST RELATED TO UDOJI REPORT ABATED DURING 
MOST OF MARCH AND APRIL, WITH NUMBER AND SEVERITY OF INCI- 
CENTS NOTABLY DOWN FROM HEIGHTS REACHED IN FIRST TWO MONTHS 
OF 1975. DISPUTES CONTINUE TO TAKE PLACE, HOWEVER, AS MOST 
RECENTLY DEMONSTRATED BY THREE-DAY BUS STRIKE APRIL 21-23 
AND CURRENT STRIKE BY NIGERIAN AIRWAYS PILOTS WHICH BEGAN 
APRIL 25. 

2. NIGERIAN AIRWAYS' ESTIMATED 100 PILOTS STRIKING FOR 
CONSIDERABLE WAGE INCREASE WHICH WOULD BRING THEM MORE IN 
LINE WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS FOR PILOTS. THEY SEEK 

16.000 NAIRA (24,000 DOLLARS) FOR FLYING PROP PLANES AND 

25.000 NAIRA (39,000 DOLLARS) FOR FLYING JETS. CURRENT 
WAGE APPROXIMATELY 1 1,000 NAIRA. ALL FLIGHTS CURRENTLY 
HALTED ALTHOUGH THERE ARE CONFLICTING REPORTS THAT SOME 
PILOTS PREPARED RETURN TO WORK ON INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS. 
PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION, WHICH APPEARS SPLIT ON ISSUE, CLAIMS 
PILOTS' WAGES HAVE NOT BEEN REVISED IN PAST TEN YEARS AND 
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SUFFERED DUE TO UDOJI REPORT. (FYI: UDOJI REPORT LEFT 
PILOT SALARY SCALES FREE TO BE NEGOTIATED BETWEEN PILOTS 
AND MANAGEMENT.) NEGOTIATIONS CONINUING BUT WITH NO 
INDICATION WHEN DISPUTE MIGHT BE SETTLED. 

3. NATION'S CAPITOL ALSO SUFFERED THREE-DAY BUS STRIKE 

LAST WEEK WHICH SEVERLY CRIPPLED ECONOMIC AND GOVERNMENT 
LIFE. AGAIN. DISPUTE REVOLVED ON UDOJI-RELATED ISSUE, WITH 
JUNIOR STAFF CLAIMING UNFAIR TREATMENT IN COMPARISON WITH 
SENIOR STAFF. DISPUTE SETTLED WHEN COMPANY AGREED REVIEW 
UNION COMPLAINTS. 

4. COMMENT: PILOT DEMANDS WOULD BRING THEIR WAGES MORE IN 
LINES WITH INTERNATIONAL WAGE STANDARDS FOR PILOTS, BUT AT 
RISK OF MAKING THEM HIGHEST PAID PUBLIC SERVANTS IN NIGERIA. 
IF FMG APPEARS TO GIVE IN ENTIRELY TO PILOT DEMANDS, IT 
WOULD DO SO AT RISK OF OPENING DOOR TO DEMANDS BY OTHER 
PROFESSIONALS THAT THEIR PAY CONFORM TO INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARDS. IT IS OBVIOUS THAT IF PILOTS RECEIVED 11,000 
NAIRA BEFORE UDOJI, THEN THEY HAVE RECEIVED SPECIAL TREAT 
MENTS FROM FMG IN PAST, AND FMG WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO FIND 
SIMILAR SOLUTION OF IT HOPES TO RETAIN SERVICES OF PILOTS 

FOR INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS. EVENTS OF PAST TWO WEEKS 
INDICATE UDOJI FEVER STILL SMOLDERING BELOW THE SURFACE, 

AND CAN BE EXPECTED TO ERUPT FROM TIME TO TIME. 
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